
Mayor’s Report for Full Council Meeting May 14th 2026 

Friday, April 17th Atherstone Town Council Civic Dinner Dance, The Red Lion Hotel, Atherstone 

I was very pleased to host this event, the final home event of my Mayoral year, at The Red Lion Hotel, 

in Atherstone. 

The drinks reception for guests on arrival was served in the Conservatory before guests moved into 

The Long Room for dinner. 

There was a good turn out from members of the Chain Gang. I was pleased to welcome fellow 

Mayors, Consorts and Deputies from Alcester, Coleshill, Whitnash, North Warwickshire, Stratford-on-

Avon and Hinckley and Bosworth. Borough Councillor Denise Clews, Fellow Town Councillors Gwyn, 

Martin and Tony Short and Councillors Jackie Chambers  and Chris Jones were in attendance along 

with Honorary Citizen Judy Vero, and representatives of local community groups – Wendy Ketch from 

Atherstone Scouts, Tony Clews from Atherstone Veterans’ Contact Point and Craig Bird from Restore 

Collective. Thank you to all the guests who attended, the support was very much appreciated. 

Thank you to Sally, Deputy Clerk and Natalie, Admin Assistant, who had prepared a very attractive 

raffle table showing off raffle prizes donated by local businesses and individuals. They were very busy 

during the evening selling raffle tickets. All proceeds from the raffle is to be shared equally between 

my 2 chosen charities.  

Thank you to Anthony Palmer, Manager at The Red Lion and all the catering and serving staff who 

helped to make this such a special occasion. Guests attending were very complimentary about the 

whole event and particularly about the food which was absolutely delicious.  

Music was provided by Karl Lyon and Luv2Disco and quite a few guests enjoyed the dancing after 

dinner, hoping no doubt to burn of calories consumed earlier. 

Saturday, April 18th Atherstone Amateur Dramatic Society, OSCA, Owen Street, Atherstone 

I was very pleased, along with my Consort Alan, to be invited by Trish Hall to attend the performance 

of Agatha Christie’s “And Then There Were None”.  After a welcome from Director Michael Enscot we 

settled back to watch the play. We had been warned that we should expect a series of grizzly deaths 

of the characters and some loud sound effects. We were not disappointed, although there was a 

twist which those unfamiliar with the play would not have expected. There were some very 

creditable performances from the cast, supported ably by all the behind the scenes and backstage 

helpers. Well done all. 

Friday, April 24th, Warwick Council Civic Dinner, The Ballroom, The Courthouse, Jury Street, 

Warwick 

We arrived at The Courthouse in Warwick to be greeted by Warwick Mayor, Councillor Jackie D’Arcy. 

After being shown through to the drinks reception we spent a very enjoyable time chatting with 

other Mayors and Consorts from around the county.  We were then invited upstairs to the grand 

setting of the Ballroom and took our seats at the table ready for dinner to be served. As with each 

Civic event we were encouraged to dig deep and buy plenty of raffle tickets to support the Mayor’s 

charities. After the speeches and usual formalities we were entertained by a very talented 

singer/guitarist, Ryan Soames, who we had encountered before at a Civic service at Whitnash last 

year. A very pleasant evening in the company of other Civic guests and members of Warwick’s 

volunteering community. 



 

Sunday, April 26th Whitnash Civic Service, St. Margaret’s Church, Whitnash and Whitnash Civic 

Lunch at Leamington and County Golf Club, Golf Lane, Whitnash 

On arrival at St. Margaret’s we were greeted by the Mayor of Whitnash, Councillor Adrian Barton and 

then joined a crowd of Civic dignitaries seated ready for the Service to begin. When we arrived we 

had noticed a generator outside the Church but it wasn’t until the Rector Ben Cook began his 

welcome address that we learned that there had been a power cut the day before and both he and 

the Mayor had been in the Church until the early hours of the morning trying to rectify the problem. 

Despite the previous day’s drama the service proceeded without a hitch. As the Rector confidently 

told us all, our prayers for power had been answered.  

After the service we travelled a short distance from the Church to Leamington and County Golf Club. 

As it was such a lovely sunny day we were able to sit outside in the sunshine , with a reception drink 

before moving to our seats inside for lunch.  

Representatives of the Mayor’s chosen charities Warwickshire Hearts and Warwickshire Vision told 

us about the work they do in the local community. In addition to the fundraising raffle, guests had 

the opportunity to take part in a silent auction to win a 3 night stay at The Station House in Harlech 

for up to 8 people. I believe this was won by one of the Mayor’s fellow Councillors. 

After our customary photo call for all members of the Chain Gang, we were all very pleased to be 

presented with a large (A3 size) photo montage of different events we had attended with the Mayor 

of Whitnash and his Consort Councillor Cathy Herbert. A lovely gift to us all which we greatly 

appreciated. 

Friday May 1st, Stratford District Council Civic Dinner, The White Swan, Rother Street, Stratford-on- 

Avon 

This event took place in the very characterful dining room of this ancient building. It was somewhat 

of a surprise to then discover we were in what was to transform into the Fawlty Towers Hotel 

complete with Basil, Sybil and Manuel the waiter. During the course of the evening the dramatic and 

comedic escapades unfolded. There was much shouting and running around the dining room by the 

actors involved. 

As with all of the Civic events those attending were encouraged to dig deep and buy lots of raffle 

tickets as well as taking part in an auction to acquire a wide assortment of donated items.  

Many thanks to Councillor Kate Rolfe, Chair of Stratford on Avon District Council for the invitation. 

 

Saturday, May 2nd “Get In 2026”, Warwickshire Festival of Scouting, Ragley Hall, Alcester 

Despite the forecast for rain I’m pleased to say it stayed dry all the time we were on site. We were 

directed to the Reception tent where we were signed in and equipped with security wristbands. We 

were then guided by two very pleasant scouts to the large marquee where we received our briefing 

about the event, from Richard Staveley, the event organiser.  

We were immediately impressed with the sheer size of the event and how well-organised it was. We 

were told that there were over 3000 young people on site as well as over 1000 adult volunteers. The 

site had been divided into a number of zones where the activities were taking place. As there was 

such a large Civic party in attendance we were put into groups and allocated to our escorts. Leading 



our group, which included the High Sheriff, Susan Rasmussen and The Lord Lieutenant, Tim Cox, was 

Paul Wakeley, County Lead Volunteer, together with two young scouts, Lana and Benjamin. 

We were led to the Get Inspired Zone where we saw a range of different activities – construction, 

smoothie bikes, coconut shy, orienteering, frisbee golf. Warwickshire Police were on duty with 

waterguns at the ready for anyone who wanted to try out the plastic shields. Members of the Civic 

party were invited to check out handcuffs, a Police baton and sitting in the back of a Police vehicle. 

The range of activities on offer was amazing – stilt-walking, table tennis, line-dancing, glass walking, 

tug of war, zorb balls, climbing walls, walking with alpacas. Mini-diggers, to name but a few. 

At the beginning of the visit we had been given a quiz to complete and we had to find out the 

answers before we returned to the marquee for tea and cake. I learned some very interesting facts 

about scouting during the afternoon. Did you know that Squirrels are the youngest of the scouting 

groups aged 4-6? That the World Scouting Jamboree takes place in Poland next year?  and there are 

over 5000 scouts in Warwickshire, 357 of which are in North Warwickshire? 

It was a really inspiring visit.  

Sunday May 3rd Stratford-upon-Avon Council Walking Tour and Boat Cruise 

There was quite a sizeable Civic party which gathered outside Shakespeare’s birth place n Henley 

Street, Stratford-upon-Avon. We were met by our tour guide Owen, resplendent in his bright yellow 

jacket, who was to lead us around the town telling us about Shakespeare’s life and the history of 

some of its famous buildings. He was a very knowledgeable and entertaining guide who gave us a 

very fascinating tour. Eventually, arriving at The Royal Shakespeare Theatre we crossed the bridge to 

meet the riverboat which would take us out to cruise on the river.  

Once on board we were introduced to the delights of the products of the Shakespeare Gin Distillery 

served to us in thimble-sized containers by Sam, who educated us in the process of gin production, 

the subtleties of gin tasting and the pairing of mixers. The weather was very kind to us, despite the 

forecast, and it was a lovely afternoon out on the river in the sunshine. 

Thank you to Councillor Dani Hunter, Mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon and Councillor Adrian Barton, 

Mayor of Whitnash, who collaborated in organising this event. A very memorable afternoon. 

Tuesday, May 5th, Alcester Mayor Making, War Memorial Town Hall, Alcester. 

It was a very pleasant evening attending the inauguration of Councillor Gill Forman as the new Mayor 

of Alcester. As well as Lord Hertford of Ragley Hall other Civic dignitaries in attendance included Mayors 

and Consorts from North Warwickshire, Stratford, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, Solihull, and Warwick.  

Councillor David Henderson, the retiring Mayor, spoke about his charity Alcester Day Care for which 

he has been fundraising over the past 12 months. His successor will also be raising funds for this worthy 

cause in her Mayoral year.  

 


